
Borough of Seaside Park 
Mayor & Council Work Session  

Minutes of Thursday, August 13, 2020  
7:00 P.M. 

 
Honorable Mayor:  John A. Peterson Jr. 
Council President:                      Matthew DeMichele  
Council Member:               Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh  

                Council Member:   Faith Liguori 
Council Member:  Gail Coleman  
Council Member:  Ray Amabile  

   Council Member:   William Kraft 
    

Also Attending  Borough Attorney:  Steven Zabarsky Esq. 
Deputy Municipal Clerk:  Sandra Martin 
Police Chief:   James Boag 
Chief Financial Officer:  John Barrett 
Borough Administrator  Michael Capabianco 

 
 
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by sending a copy of the 
Notice of Meeting to the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting of the Governing Body has 
been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
ROLL CALL  
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Honorable Mayor Peterson asked for all present to 
stand for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance. 
 
BOROGUH ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 
 
Borough Administrator Capabianco reported that the governor issued an executive order reducing the number of 
people to 25. Other towns with in-person meetings are returning to virtual meeting, and Borough Administrator 
Capabianco suggests returning to virtual meetings as well, but insists that it is Council’s decision.  
 
Mayor Peterson agreed, as did Council Member Coleman. Council Member DeMichele agreed and explained one 
challenge will be running multiple platforms for the virtual meetings. He suggested moving away from the 
Go2Meeting platform because it has not worked as well. Borough Administrator Capabianco agreed and 
recommended the Borough look into ZoomPro which has hand raising features and would allow the Borough to 
have better control of the meeting. He also suggested Microsoft Teams. Council Member Dr. McHugh argued that 
the in-person meetings are more favorable to him person, and likes being able to see people when they talk and see 
people’s reactions, and as far as disease spread, they are minimizing the possibility by distancing and wearing 
masks, but will comply with what everyone thinks.  
 
Council Member Kraft suggested continuing to meet in Council Chambers on the platform, but the public continues 
to participate virtually. Borough Administrator Capabianco said that the new order mandates that meetings held in-
person must allow the public to attend, otherwise he agreed. Council Member Liguori suggests going virtual is the 
best method to ensure the safety of the public and the safety of Council. 
 
All agreed to a virtual meeting for the next meeting on August 27, 2020. 
 
Borough Administrator Capabianco also reported the request to extend the beach season a 2-3 weeks after Labor 
Day, which he estimates the cost in operations to be $12,000-13,000 per week in beach operations and life guards. 
The ability to keep the beaches open the extra 2-3 weeks hinges on the ability to staff with lifeguards, and the 
Lifeguard Captain is assessing availability.  
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Council Member Coleman asked if it was setting a precedent or if it was COVID-19 related. Council Member Dr. 
McHugh noted that it years ago beaches were open, but there was issues of staffing. Mayor Peterson mentioned the 
problems at the beginning of the pandemic with younger people not in school and a fully staffed beach may be one 
way to mitigate. Police Chief Boag said he has the personnel to put officers at 2nd Ave that he didn’t have in June, 
and would be able to have staff there in September. Council Member Liguori suggested discussing with DPW 
because they have summer staffing as well. 
 
Borough Administrator Capabianco would like a resolution giving the Borough internal power to close the beach if 
necessary, but he would like formal administrative action. He could not find specifications on the hours and times of 
beach operation in the Borough Code. He noted there would need to be signage notifying the public of the extended 
beach season.  
 
Borough Attorney Zabarsky said a resolution would be needed at minimum. He does not believe an ordinance would 
be needed for the hours, but if fees were to be changed, there would need to be an ordinance. He also said it could be 
done by executive order due to the pandemic. 
 
WORKSHOP 
 
Discussion of Proposal to Rebid J Street Well House Project 
 
Borough Administrator Capabianco explained that Remington, Vernick, & Verna, bid it, there were no bids, so they 
are going back out for bids. Under local public contracts law, if you go out for bids twice, and there are none, you 
can negotiate with contractors. Nothing is changing with the bid specs.  
 
Council Member Coleman commended the police and fire department in saving two people in the H Street fire.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (Workshop Items) 
Mayor Peterson opened the floor to public comment. 
 
Marty Wilke, 111 D Street, expressed concern about the J Street Well House and noted the engineering costs were 
too high, and suggested a resident committee to review these projects. Mayor Peterson agreed that there are 
residents with expertise that could support the town.  
 
Hearing none, Mayor Peterson closed the public portion of the meeting.  
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AND OPEN TO REGULAR MEETING 
 MADE BY: Council Member Dr. McHugh 
 SECOND: Council Member Coleman 
 APPROVED: All in Favor 
 
 CARRIES: Yes 
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Meeting Adjourned.  
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
_______________________  
Sandra F. Martin RMC,CMR 
 Municipal Clerk 
 


	Honorable Mayor:  John A. Peterson Jr.

